BELOW

" Where's the telephone ? " said George.
" We must cut the wire."
" In the hall/' said the Countess, and ran
before . , .
As Bell took her dressing-case------
" I don't like to leave Carol/' she said.
" You see, he's involved."
"Right," said I. "Let him put on my
hat and coat. And follow in ten seconds,
please, I'm going to start the car."
One minute later the Countess and George
and Carol were sitting back in the car we had
used that morning, Bell and the dog were
beside me, and I was driving all out for the
Austrian road.
Our going was none too private. I saw
no man that I could have sworn was a spy,
yet half a dozen that might have been watching
the % house, but we met with no sort of
obstruction, and if we aroused suspicion, I
never saw it declared. I would never have
believed it so simple to steal a royal car, but
I think that those that were there had not
noticed the Arms' on the doors and, our livery
being plain blue, were not expecting the presence
which we had so hurriedly left. When we came
to the busier streets, our fortune took on
another still more convenient shape, for such
police as saw the car coining made haste to
dear the way, and-the zeal they showed was
so active and the compliments they paid were
so grand that I could have burst with laughter,
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